COMMENT SHEET 

PD-4 INTERCONNECTING PANELS AND SUPPORTED COMPONENTS

	Clause No.
	Comment RECEIVED
	Change

	2.0
	Work Surface Supporting Pedestals have been removed; this is a common solution for government users
	The purchase description accompanies the generic floor plans, designed to portray the most commonly procured items.  Additional product offerings such as work surface supporting pedestals may be proposed as long as they meet the technical requirements of the solicitation

	2.1
	Add an example – such as product designed to be compatible in form, fit and finish and where required designed to mechanically match
	No change required.  This example could be added to the Request for Standing Offer solicitation document.

	2.2
	Define ‘finished’ – Some tops are welded and painted and may or may not have a clean seam at the corner, some peds have a sheet metal top added to meet this requirement.
	No change required.  The finished top must be compatible in form, fit and finish and must also meet the workmanship requirements stated in CAN/CGSB-44.229-2008

	2.3
	Define ‘finished’  - see 2.2
	See 2.2 above

	2.4
	Will there be proper testing for a seated pedestal
	All pedestals offered must be tested in accordance with the applicable sections of ANSI/BIFMA x5.9

	3.1.2
	A 42” wide panel is popular – suggest adding
	Amend clause to add in a panel width of 1065mm (42 in.)

	3.1.3
	would a variance of 4 in. in height be acceptable?

Will there be a tolerance for panel sizes?
	No change required.  The dimensions listed are for information purposes only.

Add:  The tolerance for panel widths centre to centre shall be +37mm (1.5 in.)

	3.1.5
	Acoustic ratings are of no real value, suggest deleting

Previously, government users could specify that panels 60” and higher must be acoustic – not a mandatory requirement
	Delete clause 3.1.5

Add to optional components

The requirement for acoustic capability may be incorporated into the value-added attribute section of e-purchasing

	3.1.6
	Finished ends differ from covers required to fill the open spaces at 90 and 180 degree situations. Panels with finished ends still need to fill this gap 
	No change required.  If the ends of the panel are sufficiently finished that no connecting hardware is visible and the requirements of paragraph 4.2 in CAN/CGSB-44.229-2008 are met, a corner cover becomes an aesthetic piece. 

	3.1.8
	Firm uses a laminate filler piece to fill the gap.  Sales volume not significant enough
	Delete clause 3.1.8

	3.2
	As a minimum metal inserts are required for surface supporting hardware (e.g. cantilevers) and 
	No change required

	3.3
	No height adjustment range
	The height adjustment range is specified in CAN/CGSB-44.229-2008.  

	3.5.1
	Task lights cannot be affixed using magnetism -

With new storage materials (DVD/CD) magnets no longer impact the data storage and clients can relocate lights easily.   
	Delete the last sentence of clause 3.5.1

	4.1.1
	Suggest use of a 3 circuit system with 7 wires with 3 hot, 3 N and 1 G versus the old system requiring 1 isolated H, N and G
	No change required.  The majority of federal government clients request the electrical system specified in all of their requirements

	5.0
	Storage Components:  

Is a minimum  depth required?
	The minimum depth is specified in CAN/CGSB-44.229-2008

	5.2
	Pedestals should come with lock, pencil tray and file bars to handle legal/letter filing
	A pencil tray is specified in clause 5.2.3

Add reference to paragraphs 6.6.1.1, 6.6.1.2, 6.6.3, 6.6.4, 6.6.5 and 6.6.6. From CAN/CGSB-44.229-2008

	5.2.1
	Suggest limiting pedestals to 24 in. deep as this will meet all of the clients requirements and easier for customer inventory maintenance
	Amend clause to delete 30 in. deep pedestals as mandatory

	6.0
	If LPL is supplied, then all tests must be completed 

using LPL. Understand that HPL does improve deflection.

Numbering is incorrect
	If LPL is supplied as standard commercial offering, then all tests must be completed on the LPL

Numbering to be corrected

	7.0
	Add Greenguard certification

Instead of all of the requirements under “Resource Input”, recommend that products which are Greeenguard Certified meet the Governments environmental requirements

Adopt recommendations of the Environmental Sub-Committee
	The requirement for Ecologo or Greenguard certification or other certification may be offered on e-purchasing as an environmental value-added criteria

The recommendations of the Environmental Sub-Committee will be incorporated into the requirements for all future office furniture Standing Offer programs, but cannot be included at this time due to time constraints.

	7.1.2
	What defines a low VOC content

Recommend using previous government definitions and state – “Metal components shall be finished with non-toxic surface coatings or coatings which result in VOC emissions of not more than 0.5mg/m3”

 
	The requirement for VOC emissions of not more than 0.5mg/m3 will be offered on e-purchasing as an environmental value-added criteria

	NEW

7.1.3
	Recommend inserting VOC and formaldehyde indoor air concentration levels from environmental section of standing offers.  This is a critical environmental criteria, particularly for any government employees with environmental sensitivities and will ensure a healthy work environment.

"The product does not emit VOC's, which will result in an indoor air concentration of more than 0.5 mg/m3" and "The product does not emit formaldehyde which will result in an indoor air concentration of more than 0.5 mg/m3."


	The requirement for formaldehyde emissions of not more than 0.5mg/m3 will be offered on          e-purchasing as an environmental value-added criteria

	7.1.7
	Clarify this requirement

What is the intended purpose of the plugs, we do not ship our product with plugs

Suggest adding “Holes need not be plugged if the adjusted chamber formaldehyde concentration is below the 5pg/m3
	Add the following sentence to clause 7.1.7  - Holes do not need to be plugged if the product does not emit formaldehyde resulting in an indoor air concentration of more than 0.5 mg/m3.  (This can be achieved by product listing on Ecologo, Greenguard etc.)

	7.5
	What is the definition of ‘Hazardous Air Pollutants? Definition should be included
	Definitions as per BIFMA Sustainability documents

	7.7
	Suggest use of non-recycled material to avoid imperfections and obtain maximum quality

Thin PVC edge has 5% recycled content

Thick PVC edge has 10% recycled content

Apparent rigid PVC extrusion produced with virgin material for colour match
	Delete the current paragraph and replace with “All plastic components must be recyclable at the end of their life”

	7.8
	An important supplier of particleboard has a recycled content of 61% in M2 particleboard. This could become more difficult to obtain due to a forest industry crisis.
	Amend paragraph 7.8 to read “contain a minimum of 60% recycled material”

	7.9
	Product does not meet this requirement – acoustic material Why include this as it makes up only a small part of the panel – less than 5% - use LEED and consider the entire weight of the panel
	No change required.  GOFAC members recommended the values of recycled content from the BIFMA sustainability standard until the environmental sub-committee has completed it’s review

	7.10
	Why not utilize the entire weight of the panel similar to LEEDS and award points for reaching a target 10% and 20% 
	No change required.  GOFAC members recommended the use of the percentages of recycled content from the BIFMA sustainability standard until the environmental sub-committee has completed it’s review

	8.1
	No inclusion of integrated keyboard support surface, yet commonly ordered item
	Add 8.1. and 8.1.1 to  Section 3 – Panel and Component Requirements 

	8.3
	Additional information is required to further define a barrier free cabinet i.e. material, construction, design, dimensions etc.

For barrier free situations a free-standing cabinet with shelves and preferably sliding doors is more appropriate
	Amend paragraph 8.3 to incorporate the reference to CAN/CSA-B651-04 Accessible Design for the Built Environment 

	8.4
	NEW

Should allow the user the option of selecting a supplier certified to ISO 14001

Add, “Manufacturer should have ISO 14001 certification at manufacturing site of goods specified.
	This attribute will be incorporated into e-purchasing, thus allowing the user to option to select a supplier certified to ISO 14001

	9.1
	Only the serial number should appear on the product, as the company can find all of the information upon request
	In order to ensure that the client can obtain the necessary information for warranty purposes, no change will be made.

	10.1
	Confirm version of CGSB 44.229
	CAN/CGSB 44.229 – 2008”

	10.3
	Test must be conducted on each different fabric.  Suggest one fabric test in the tunnel and if additional fabrics are the same weight and material, or if fabric is already a Class A tested fabric – allow this to keep testing costs within reason.

Suggest amending the test protocol to accept flammability testing to UL 723 and/or ASTM E84 as equivalent to CAN/ULC-S102

Can any 100% recycled polyester fabric be listed regardless of weight – or does the +/- 1 oz. Still apply
	Additional fabrics/patterns, which are identical in weight and material content to the initial fabric tested to CAN/ULC-S102, are acceptable without additional testing.

To date there is insufficient documentation to determine the variances/or lack of variances between fabrics of differing weights/same material content and/or same weights/differing material content when tested in accordance to CAN/ULC-S102 on both the same panel construction and a differing panel construction.

	10.4
	Delete acoustic tests
	Delete the references to acoustic panels in the purchase description – paragraph 3.1.5 and 10.4

and add to ‘Optional Components’


	Section:  FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY - Future Environmental Requirements

	COMMENTS
	Section Deleted

The Environmental Sub-Committee will be providing recommendations relating to the environmental attributes for each furniture commodity grouping

	Buy-Back and Take-Back Program should be deleted
	

	Product Code and expiry date of the warranty should be deleted
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


